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GREETINGS FROM THE DEPUTY CONSUL GENERAL In this issue of RWE:

> Election and Voting
Information

Here we are, nearing the end
of 2011 with the Hajj season
behind us and the U.S. holi-
day season around the corner.

Kingdom to complete and return the visa ques-
tionnaire attached to this newsletter. We hope
the results will help us reach a better under-
standing of the Saudi visa process and the ex-

> ANew Social Security

If you are planning to travel outside Saudi
Arabia—whether to the U.S. or to another
country—we ask you to take a moment to
review your travel documents to make sure
your passport and your family members’
passports have at least six months’ validity
and that you all have sufficient passport
pages. If not, don’t delay. We urge you to
schedule an appointment with ACS to re-
new the passports or add pages soon.

Visa processes are complicated and

differ from country to country. We’re ask-
ing assistance from all U.S. citizens in the

periences of U.S. citizens, with the goal of pro-
viding better services. Thanks in advance for
your participation.

As always, we urge all American citizens to
enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Pro-
gram (STEP) to stay informed of important
information and to help us reach you in case of
emergency. Also, remember to check http:/
travel.state.gov for the latest country specific
information before you travel.

Best wishes for safe and happy travels,

Cecelia El Khatib

.......................................................................................................................

TRAVELLING? KNOW BEFORE YOU GO!

Are you or is someone

you know a newcomer
to Saudi Arabia?

Help newcomers to the
Kingdom by reminding
them to register with the
Embassy or nearest
Consulate using STEP
online at: https://
travelregistration.state.gov/
ibrs/ui/

This free service offers
registered U.S. citizens
updates on important
regional issues, travel
warnings and alerts, and
provides a point of contact
for citizens and their
families in case of
emergency.

Be sure to check out
Country Specific Information,
including up-to-date travel
and other messages to citi-
zens at www.travel.state.gov.

Don’t be caught unaware!
Become familiar with impor-
tant facts and situations in the
country you’ll be visiting!
Whether driving across the
causeway to Bahrain or hop-
ping on a plane to China, pre-
pare in advance.

Smart Traveler, the offi-
cial State Department app for
U.S. travelers, invites you to
see the world with easy ac-
cess to the frequently updated
official country information,
travel alerts, travel warnings,
maps, U.S. embassy loca-
tions, and more.

There is free enrollment
through I-tunes http://
itunes.apple.com/us/app/
smart-traveler/id442693988?

mt=8, compatible with
iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad.

With Smart Traveler, you
can create personal itinerar-
ies, add notes, and organize
your trips.

Smart Traveler also pro-
vides access to the State De-
partment's Smart Traveler
Enrollment Program (STEP).
Free STEP enrollment en-
ables the State Department to
better assist you in emergen-
cies such as natural disasters,
unrest in foreign countries, or
lost/stolen passports overseas.
During your travels, STEP
can help your family and
friends reach you in an emer-

gency.

Benefit Increase

> A Reminder about
Passports

> The Global Entry Program

ore!
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The US Embassy is located
in the Diplomatic Quarter,
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

Public hours: Saturdays,
Sundays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, 1:00pm to
3:30pm (CLOSED ON
MONDAYS).

Routine services are available
by appointment only.
https://evisaforms.state.gov/

acs/default.asp?
postcode=RID&appcode=1

Phone: (966)(1)488-3800
Fax: (966)(1)488-7670
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The online elec-
tronic version of
the revised Fed-
eral Post Card
Application
(FPCA) is available now at http:/
FVAP.gov. The FPCA registers and
requests ballots for voters simultane-
ously. Voters can visit FVAP.gov to use
the online wizard or access the PDF
fillable forms. The FPCA is a standard
form accepted by all 55 States and Ter-
ritories for uniformed and civilian over-
seas voters to apply for an absentee bal-
lot. The length of time the FPCA is
valid and its completion requirements
vary by State so be sure to refer to the
FVAP.gov web portal or the 2012-2013
Voting Assistance Guide.

O

The revised FPCA is wholly com-
pliant with provisions of the Uniformed
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting
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NEW VOTER REGISTRATION AND BALLOT REQUEST NOW AVAILABLE

Act, as amended by the Military and
Overseas Voter Empowerment Act in
2009, containing space for the required
information but structured in a more
logical and usable flow. FVAP con-
ducted a series of usability assessments
with the previous form resulting in sub-
stantial improvements using many es-
tablished best practices for election-
related forms.

Previous versions of the form can
be used by voters; however, be sure to
use the current state information from
FVAP.gov to ensure your local election
official receives all the information re-
quired to register you and send you bal-
lot to you. Voters should apply for ab-
sentee ballots in January of each year or
at least 90 days before the specific elec-
tion in which they want to vote. If your
mailing address changes, especially be-
tween the Primary and General Elec-

tions, you will need to send in an up-
dated FPCA.

All States and territories are re-
quired to send ballots at least 45 days
before an election. If you have not re-
ceived your ballot 30 days before the
election, go to the FVAP.gov web portal
to see if your State has an online ballot
delivery system. If not, you can use the
back-up write-in ballot wizard also on
the FVAP.gov web portal. Addition-
ally, the 2012-2013 Voting Assistance
Guide (http://www.fvap.gov/vao/
guide.html) is now available at
FVAP.gov. This compilation of absen-
tee voting regulations, laws, deadlines,
and procedures reflects the States’
changes and deadlines for the upcoming
elections.

A complete 2012 election calendar
is available here: http:/www.fvap.gov/
vao/calendar.html

-- SUBMIT YOUR REGISTRATION AND BALLOT REQUEST FORM FOR UPCOMING

EARLY PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES

Overseas voters should submit a Federal Post Card Appli-
cation (FPCA) NOW to ensure they have the opportunity to
vote in the upcoming early Presidential Primary Elections:

eNew Hampshire: January 10, 2012
eSouth Carolina: January 21, 2012
eFlorida: January 31, 2012
eMissouri: February 7, 2012
eArizona: February 28, 2012
eMichigan: February 28, 2012

Many States allow you to vote only in the year your bal-
lot request (FPCA) is received, but due to the early primary
dates, these States have made an exception. These States allow
you to submit your FPCA now in 2011 so that you receive
your State ballot and return it in time to be counted for their
primaries.

To ensure you are eligible to vote in other 2012 elections,
including the General Presidential election, you must submit
an FPCA AGAIN in January of 2012! All members of the
U.S. Uniformed Services, their family members and citizens
residing outside the U.S. who are residents from these States

should submit an FPCA for these elections by going to
FVAP.gov or by following the instructions in the Voting As-
sistance Guide, also available at FVAP.gov.

Be sure you include a phone and/or fax number and an
email address on your absentee ballot application in case your
local election official needs to contact you. And, remember,
many States allow you to submit your form electronically, and
deliver your ballot electronically or provide online ballot ac-
cess. Go to FVAP.gov or your State’s election website to see
how you can return your form. Check your State's election
website for specific information on candidates, elections, con-
tact information and links to your local election offices. You
can find your State's website at FVAP's web portal: http:/
www.fvap.gov/reference/links.html. To find out the status of
your registration/absentee ballot request, contact your local
election office at http://www.fvap.gov/shortcuts/
wheresendfpca.html, or visit your State website.

The Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB) -- The
FWAB is a backup ballot. If, 30 days before the election, you
think you will not receive your State ballot in time to vote and
return it, vote the FWAB! Go to FVAP.gov and get started!
You may also submit the FWAB any time after submitting an
FPCA.
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SOCIAL SECURITY ANNOUNCES 3.6 PERCENT BENEFIT INCREASE FOR 2012

\\_ SE( { COSt-Of-LiVing Ad-

~.. justment is First Since
j/’t’\\\, 2009

/;) I”I"I = Monthly Social Secu-

© rity and Supplemental
VIsTS Security Income (SSI)
benefits for more than 60 million
Americans will increase 3.6 percent
in 2012, the Social Security Admini-
stration announced today.

The 3.6 percent cost-of-living ad-
justment (COLA) will begin with
benefits that nearly 55 million Social
Security beneficiaries receive in Janu-
ary 2012. Increased payments to
more than 8 million SSI beneficiaries

will begin on December 30, 2011.
Some other changes that take effect
in January of each year are based on
the increase in average wages. Based
increase,

on that the maximum

amount of earnings subject to the
Social Security tax (taxable maxi-
mum) will increase to $110,100 from
$106,800.

Of the estimated 161 million work-
ers who will pay Social Security
taxes in 2012, about 10 million will
pay higher taxes as a result of the
increase in the taxable maximum.
Information about Medicare
changes for 2012, when announced,
will be available at
www.Medicare.gov.

For some beneficiaries, their Social
Security increase may be partially or
completely offset by increases in
Medicare premiums. The Social
Security Act provides for how the
COLA is calculated.

To read more, please
www.socialsecurity.gov/cola.

visit:

Department of State

Did you know...

The Social Security Act was signed by
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt on
August 14, 1935. Taxes for Social Security
were first collected in January 1937, and
the first one-time, lump-sum payments
were made that same month. Reqular
ongoing monthly benefits began in Janu-

ary 1940,

Social Security was originally just a re-
tirement program. Under the original law,
it only paid benefits to the primary
worker. In 1939, the law was changed to
add survivor benefits to the retiree's
spouse and children. [n 1956, disability
benefits were added.

All members of Congress. the President,
Vice President, federal judges and most
political appointees are covered by Social
Security and pay into the program.

Want to read the original law from 19337
Check out the website at; hittp://
www.ssa.qov/ history/ 3oactinx.himl

U.S. PASSPORT APPLICATIONS -- REMINDER OF THE REVISED U.S. BIRTH CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENT

Since April 1, 2011, the U.S. De-
partment of State requires the full names
of the applicant’s parent(s) to be listed on
all certified birth certificates to be con-
sidered as primary evidence of U.S. citi-
zenship for all passport applicants, re-
gardless of age.

Certified birth certificates missing
this information will not be acceptable as
evidence of citizenship.

This will not affect applications al-
ready in-process that have been submit-
ted or accepted before the effective date.

For more information, see 22 CFR
51.42(a) at: http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/
t/ text/ text-idzx?
c=ecfr&sid=3ef54a9fd19593b22fedcd10
925d330a&rgn=divo&view=text&node=
22:1.0.1.6.33.3&idno=22

To obtain a new birth certificate, see
the CDC at http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/

In addition to this requirement,
certified copies of birth certificates must
also include the following information to
be considered acceptable primary evi-
dence of U.S. citizenship:

¢ Full name of the applicant

o Date of birth

e Place of birth

¢ Raised, embossed, impressed
or multicolored seal of issuing
authority

o Registrar’s signature

o The date the certificate was
filed with the registrar’s of-
fice (must be within one year)

If you cannot obtain a birth certifi-
cate that meets these requirements,
please see Secondary Evidence of U.S.
Citizenship.

w2w.htm.

Did you know...?

found in texts from 450 BC!

- The United States Department of State issued the first U.S. passport on July 8, 1796.
- Passports and letters of travel go back to ancient times—the first mention of a passport can be

PASSPORT

Important!
Your U.S. Passport is a highly-
coveted document. Keep yours
in a safe place, and do not give
it out for anything other than
official purposes.

If your passport is ever lost or
stolen, report it
IMMEDIATELY to the nearest
U.S. Embassy or Consulate.

Make a copy of your  pass-
port and keep it in a safe place
with other important documents
like copies of your marriage and

birth certificates.
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The goal of
visa reciprocity
is to obtain pro-
gressive  visa
regimes, consis-
tent with U.S.
national inter-
ests, laws and
/ regulations, to
encourage inter-

national travel
that  benefits
U.S. travelers

and business.

The U.S. Government seeks conditions
which accord with the U.S. national interest,
consistent with U.S. laws and regulations, to

We Need Your Help!

Department of State

govern the validity of nonimmigrant visas and
the fees charged on a reciprocal basis as re-
quired by the U.S. Immigration and Nationality
Act (INA) Sections 221(c) and 281. In other
words, the amount of time a visa to the U.S. is
valid is directly related to how long U.S. citi-
zens’ visa are valid in their host nation.

To achieve reciprocity, the INA does not
require that our visa schedules mirror those of
the host countries exactly.

Consular officers have a responsibility to
keep abreast of current practices in each coun-
try and to keep the Department of State in-
formed of developments.

We would appreciate your help in com-
pleting the attached survey describing your ex-
perience in the Saudi visa process.

UPCOMING HOLIDAY
CLOSURES

The U.S. Embassy and
Consulates will be closed on the
following days:

December 25 — U.S. Christmas
Day
January 1 — U.S. New Year’s Day
January 14 — U.S. Martin Luther
King Day

WHAT IS GLOBAL ENTR

GLOBAL (;) ENTRY

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

Global Entry is a U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) program
that allows expedited clearance for pre-
approved, low-risk travelers upon arri-
val in the United States.

To enroll in Global Entry, appli-
cants must first file an application with
Customs and Border Protection, and
then submit to an interview and back-
ground check. There is a $100 non-
refundable fee for the application. Dur-
ing the interview, the applicant's fin-
gerprints are cg&red and a digital

photo is taken.

Though intended for frequent in-
ternational travelers, there is no mini-
mum number of trips necessary to
qualify for the program. Participants
may enter the United States by using
automated kiosks located at. located in
20 major airports across the United
States http://www.globalentry.gov/
terminalmaps.html/

Participants present their ma-
chine-readable U.S. passport or perma-
nent resident card, place their finger-
tips on the scanner for fingerprint veri-
fication, and make a customs declara-
tion. The kiosk issues the traveler a
transaction receipt and directs the trav-
eler to the baggage claim and exit. Asa
Global Entry member, you must de-

clare all
goods
y o u
bring
into the
United
States
by an-
swering
the customs declaration questions at
the Global Entry electronic kiosk. You
do not have to complete the paper cus-
toms declaration form before arrival.
For further details about the
Global Entry Program and enrollment
requirements, please check out the
website at:
http:/ /www.globalentry.gov/
about.html
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THIS SPACE IS FOR...SPACE!

What Is NASA?

NASA stands for National Aeronautics and Space Admi
part of the United States government. NASA is in chérge

do with airplanes or space.

What Does NASA Do?
NASA does a lot of different things. NASA my
about Earth. NASA sends probes out into spa
and even farther away. A new program will s

NASA work on ways to make air travel better-for everyone on Earth, too. People at NASA al

the things they learn with others.

Do you like science, math and learning ne

you like to plan future missions to other planets.an
work hard to share news about NASA's missions t
teachers work with students to get them ready to be en
about what NASA has for students in grades K-4

ings? Would you like to be an adventur

scientists study things in the solal
ans-to the moon, Mars and beyond.

can help make life on Earth

chers. Then
s. Learn more
tion Web pages.

bout Earth and space wit]
er; ientists and as

uterlEpace? People in NASA's Edu

NASA's Web Site for Students in K-4 http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/k-4/index.html
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